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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



Strait 

10/616,030 
July 9, 2003 



Confirmation No.: 1548 
Group Art Unit: 3726 
Examiner: Eric B. Compton 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Issue Fee, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
October Jo, 2006. 



Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 44,589 

Date of Signature: October , 2006 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment Pursuant to 37 CFR l,181(a) 

Dear Sir: 

This petition is filed in response to the Notice of Abandonment mailed on September 27, 
2006 in connection with the above-designated application. The Notice was issued as Applicant 
allegedly failed to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month 
period set in, the Notice of Allowability (PTO-37). 

On March 30, 2004 the Patent Office issued a Notice of Allowability allowing claims 1- 
33, and requesting corrected formal drawings. A copy of the Notice of Allowability is attached 
as Exhibit A. 
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On June 28, 2004 application timely filed a Response to the Notice of Allowability, 
including Replacement Figures 1-6, and marked up copies of FIGS. 1 and 4. A copy of 
Applicant's response, along with a copy of the Return-Receipt postcard confirming receipt of the 
Response at the Patent and Trademark Office on July 1, 2004, is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

Following the filing of Applicant's response to the Notice of Allowability, applicant had 
not received a Notice of Allowance / Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal (PTOL-85) in which to pay the 
issue fee for the subject application, and requested on three separate occasions a Notice of 
Allowance as described below. 

On November 27, 2005 applicant filed, via facsimile, a Communication Regarding 
Status of Patent Application, including a duplicate copy of Applicant's previously filed 
Response to Notice of Allowability, including the Replacement Drawings. A copy of this 
communication is attached as Exhibit C. 

On January 9, 2006 the Patent and Trademark Office issued a Supplemental Notice of 
Allowability, once again allowing claims 1-23, wherein corrected drawings were no longer 
requested. However, once again, a Notice of Allowance / Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal (PTOL-85) 
was not included. A copy of the January 9, 2006 communication is attached as Exhibit D. 

On January 25, 2006, applicant filed, via first class mail, a Request for PTOL-85 - Part 
(B) Fees Transmittal, which once again included a copy of Applicant's previously filed 
Response to Notice of Allowability, including the Replacement Drawings. A copy of this 
communication, along with a copy of the return-receipt postcard confirming receipt of the 
Request is attached as Exhibit E. 

On May 1, 2006, applicant filed, via facsimile, a Second Request for PTOL-85 - Part 
(B) Fees Transmittal, along with a copy of the retum-receipt postcard fi-om the initial Request 
of January 25, 2006, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit F. 

On August 24, 2006, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office issued a Corrected Notice of 
Allowance and Fee(s) Due, including a photocopy of the initial Notice of Allowability and 
Examiner's Amendment mailed on June 28, 2004. A copy of this communication is attached as 
Exhibit G. 
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On July 5, 2006, applicant filed Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal, along with the issue fee 
($700.00), publication fee ($300.00), and Advance Patent Order ($30.00). A copy of the return- 
receipt postcard, confirming receipt of the issue fee at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
July 10, 2006, is attached as Exhibit H. Applicant did not file Replacement Drawings in 
response to Notice of Allowability which was attached to the August 24, 2006 Corrected Notice 
of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, as they were previously filed, and accepted by the Patent and 
Trademark Office, as indicated in the Supplemental Notice of Allowability dated January 9, 
2006. However, for the examiner's convenience, a duplicate copy of the Replacement Drawings 
are once again attached herewith. 

It is submitted that a Response to the Notice of Allowability requesting Corrected 
Drawings was timely filed, and the subject application was not abandoned. Therefore, 
withdrawal of the holding of abandonment, and grant of the application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\)JhAil^ — . 

Victor A. Cardona 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 44,589 

Dated: October (o , 2006 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 

Albany, New York 12203-5160 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (518)452-5579 

Attachments: 

Copy of Replacement Drawings 

Exhibit A - March 30, 2004, Notice of Allowability 

Exhibit B - June 28, 2004, Response to the Notice of Allowability 

Exhibit C - November 27, 2005, Communication Regarding Status of Patent Application 

Exhibit D- January 9, 2006, Supplemental Notice of Allowability 

Exhibit E - January 25, 2006, Request for PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal 

Exhibit F - May 1, 2006, Second Request for PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal 

Exhibit G - August 24, 2006, Corrected Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due 

Exhibit H - July 10, 2006 Rettmi-Receipt Postcard 
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Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




10/616,030 


STRAIT. SEAN 


Notice of Allowability 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Eric B. Compton 


3726 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
herewltli (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communicat'on will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to an apDlication filed 7/9/2003 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-23 , 

3. [D The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION {PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No ./Mail Date . 

(b) ^ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5, □ Notice of Infomrial Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. El Infonmatlon Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 7/9/03 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. SI Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 0324200 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,030 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Victor Cardona on March 24, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification, Section [0001], line 1, "6,282,639" should read -6.283,639— 

Note: the above amendment was made to resolve a minor typographical error 
with respect to the Pat. Number. See Section [0021] (showing correct patent 
designation). 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: Figure 1 will be labeled -Prior Art-; Figure 4, reference 143 
(left) will include an arrow pointing at the roller element. In order to avoid abandonment 
of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/616.030 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3726 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest a method (or apparatus) for adjusting the spacer of a 
bearing assembly comprising: a preload regulator comprising first and second portion, 
and a controller coupled to said first and said second portions to detect an electrical 
contact between said first and said second portions, in combination with the other 
claimed subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric B. Compton whose telephone number is (786)-305^ ^ 
-©24Q. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's ^ 
supervisor, Peter B. Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1789. The fax phone number for 0^ 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Eric Compton 
Patent Examiner 

A/iioTOR DAVID P. BRYANT 

'^^■^^-^ PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
AppUcant: Strait Confirmation No.: 1548 

Serial No.: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

FOed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



Title: 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being d^osited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop PGPUB Drawings. Commissioner for 
Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. onJunel^ 2004 



. Virginia 223IJ-14 



Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 44,589 

Date of Signature: June .2004 



To: Mail Stop PGPUB Drawings 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 



Dear Sir: 



This paper is filed in response to the Notice of Allowability mailed on March 30, 2004, in 
connection with the above-identified U.S. patent apphcation. The three-month period for 
response expires on June 30, 2004. Accordingly, this response is timely filed. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 2 of this paper, and include both an 
attached replacement sheet and an annotated sheet showing changes. 



Remarks begin on page 3 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENT 



Amendments to the Drawings; 



Replacement Drawings are attached herewith. Amendments have been made to FIGS. 1 
and 4. In FIG. 1 the text "PRIOR ART" was previously omitted, and in FIG. 4 a line from 
identifier 143 was previously omitted. Marked up copies of FIGS. 1 and 4 are also attached 
herewith. 



Attachment: Replacement FIGS. 1-6 

Annotated Sheets Showing Changes to FIGS. 1 and 4 
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REMARKS 



In response to the Notice of Allowability dated March 30, 2004, FIGS. 1 and 4 have been 
amended. Entry of these amendments, reconsideration of the application, and allowance of the 
claims is respectfully requested. No new matter has been added. 

Applicant awaits the issuance of a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due. 

If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing prosecution of the subject 
application. Applicant's undersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone him at the 
number provided. 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518) 452-5579 

Customer No.: 23405 



Respectfully submitted, 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 



Dated: June^ ,2004 
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Attn, Extmlntr Erie A Caapton. Group Art Unit 3726, atfaatimile no. I-S7h 
273-8300. on t/ovember 200S. 



VtanrA. Cardnna, Esq. 
Attofnay/br A^kuuaf^ 
RBgHaratum fTo. 44,569 

tyato efHignatur^: A'oveaAar 1> ^. 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Bon 1450 

Alexandfia, Virginia 223L3-I4S0 



FAX NO.: J -57 1 -273-8300 
NO.OFPAOKS: 



COMMUNICATfON REGARDING STATUS OF PATENT APPLTC A nn^f 
Dear Sin 

Applicant recei\'ed a Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, dated 
March 30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent ^plication, a copy of which is 
attached as Exhibit A. The Notice of Allowability required Corrected Drawings in 
response to the Examiner's Amendment. A response to the Notice of Allowability was due 
to be filed on or before June 30. 2004. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Strait Confirmation No.: 1548 

Serial No,: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

Filed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B, Compton 



Title: 
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FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICA TE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile to 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1 450, 
Attn, Examiner Eric B, Compton, Group Art Unit 3726, at facsimile no. l-Sll' 
273-8300, on November 1\, 2005, 



Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 44,589 

Date of Signature: November ^. 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
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NO. OF PAGES: &^C' 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Strait Confirmation No.: 1548 

Serial No.: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

Filed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



Title: 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICA TE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile to 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, 
Attn, Examiner Eric B. Compton, Group Art Unit 3726, at facsimile no. 1-571- 
273-8300, on November^ 2005. 



Victor A, Car dona, Esq. 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 44,589 



Date of Signature: November ^ ^ , 2005 
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COMMUNICATION REGARDING STATUS OF PATENT APPLICATION 
Dear Sir: 

Applicant received a Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, dated 
March 30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent application, a copy of which is 
attached as Exhibit A, The Notice of Allowability required Corrected Drawings in 
response to the Examiner's Amendment. A response to the Notice of Allowability was due 
to be filed on or before June 30, 2004. 
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A response to the Notice of Allowability, with corrected drawings, was timely filed 
with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on June 28, 2004, a copy of which is attached 
herewith at Exhibit B. 

Applicant has yet to receive the Notice of Allowance from the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. Applicant respectfully requests that the Notice of Allowance be issued 
at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's earliest convenience. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 

Dated: November X^, 2005 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 
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Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
AH claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 - IE! This communication is responsive to an apDllcation filed 7/9/2003 , 
2. 13 The allowed clalm(s) is/are f-23 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Ackncwledgnnent is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficienL 

6. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ Including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) ]^ Including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2. □ Notice of Draftpersori's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. H Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 7. 13 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 7/9/03 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. 8| Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Tradennark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 0324200 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,030 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Victor Cardona on March 24, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification, Section [0001], line 1, "6.282,639" should read -6,283,639— 

Note: the above amendment was made to resolve a minor typographical error 
with respect to the Pat. Number. See Section [0021] (showing correct patent 
designation). 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: Figure 1 will be labeled -Prior Art-; Figure 4, reference 143 
(left) will include an arrow pointing at the roller element. In order to avoid abandonment 
of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/6 1 6,030 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3726 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest a method (or apparatus) for adjusting the spacer of a 
bearing assembly comprising: a preload regulator comprising first and second portion, 
and a controller coupled to said first and said second portions to detect an electrical 
contact between said first and said second portions, in combination with the other 
claimed subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the ^ ^ 
examiner should be directed to Eric B. Compton whose telephone number is (703)-3O5^ ^ 
-9240. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. A 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's J* ,cj^ 
supervisor, Peter B. Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1789. The fax phone number for <A 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Eric Compton 
Patent Examiner 
A/U 3726 
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Serial Number:10/616,030 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Strait Confirmation No.: 1548 

Serial No.: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

FUed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



Title: 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify) that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mall Stop PGPUB Drawings, Commissioner for 
Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. onJmeJ^ 2004 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 44.589 

Date of Signature: June lA , 2004 



To: 



Mail Stop PGPUB Drawings 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 



Dear Sir: 



This paper is filed in response to the Notice of Allowability mailed on March 30, 2004, in 
connection with the above-identified U.S. patent application. The three-month period for 
response expires on June 30, 2004. Accordingly, this response is timely filed. 

Please amend the above-identified appUcation as follows: 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 2 of this paper, and include both an 
attached replacement sheet and an annotated sheet showing changes. 



Remarks begin on page 3 of this paper. 




Docket No.: 0545.033 



Serial Number: 10/61 6,030 

AMENDMENT 

Ameadments to the Drawings: 

Replacement Drawings are attached herewith. Amendments have been made to FIGS. 1 
and 4. In FIG. 1 the text "PRIOR ART" was previously omitted, and in FIG. 4 a Hne from 
identifier 143 was previously omitted. Marked up copies of FIGS. 1 and 4 are also attached 
herewith. 

Attachment: Replacement FIGS. 1-6 

Annotated Sheets Showing Changes to FIGS. 1 and 4 
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Docket No.: 0545.033 
Serial Number. 10/616,030 



REMARKS 



In response to the Notice of Allowability dated March 30, 2004, FIGS. 1 and 4 have been 
amended. Entry of these amendments, reconsideration of the application, and allowance of the 
claims is respectfully requested. No new matter has been added. 

Applicant awaits the issuance of a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due. 

If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing prosecution of the subject 
application, AppUcant's mdersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone him at the 
number provided. 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 
5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 

Customer No.: 23405 



Respectfully submitted, 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 



Dated: Juried .2004 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Mi claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to an aPDlication filed 7/9/03 . 

2. El The allowed claim(s) Is/are 1-23 , 

3. □ Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n AH b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. El Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 

Paper No./Mail Date 2/23/05 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
another . 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Strait Confirmation No.: 1548 

Serial No.: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

Filed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



Title: 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on January 2^ 2006, 



1 



Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 44,589 



Date of Signature: January^ , 2006 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



REQUEST FOR PTOL 85 - PART(B) FEES TRANSMITTAL 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant received a Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, dated March 
30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent application. The Notice of Allowability required 
Corrected Drawings in response to the Examiner's Amendment. A response to the Notice of 
Allowability was due to be filed on or before June 30, 2004. A PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees 
Transmittal was not a part of the Notice of Allowability. 

A response to the Notice of Allowability, with corrected drawings, was timely filed with 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on June 28, 2004. 
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Docket No. 0545.033 
U.S. Serial No. 10/616,030 



On November 29, 2005 Applicant's undersigned attorney filed a COMMUNICATION 
REGARDING STATUS OF PATENT APPLICATION, via facsimile, with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. A copy of the Communication is attached hereto for the Commissioner's 
convenience as Appendix 1. The Communication requests that a Notice of Allowance be issued 
relative to the above-identified matter, and includes copies of the March 30, 2004 Notice of 
Allowability (Exhibit A of Appendix 1, along with a applicant's response as timely filed on 
June 28, 2004 and received in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on July 1 , 2004 (Exhibit B 
of Appendix 1). 

On January 9, 2006 the Commissioner of Patent issued a Supplemental Notice of 
Allowability relative to this matter, a copy of which is attached herewith as Appendix 2. A 
PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal was not a part of the Supplemental Notice of Allowability, 

As the original Notice of Allowability was issued approximately twenty-two months ago, 
and Applicant has yet to receive the Notice of Allowance fi-om the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, applicant respectfully requests that the Notice of Allowance and PTOL-85 - Part (B) 
Fees Transmittal be issued and forwarded to applicant's undersigned attorney so that the issue 
fee relative to this matter can be paid. 

If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing the issuance of a Notice of 
Allowance and PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal, the Examiner is invited to contact 
applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number provided below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI E.G. 

5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 



Dated: January 1/^, 2006 
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facsimile transmission is necessary. Applicants are also advised to use the certificate of facsimile transmission 
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COMMUNICATION REGARDING STATUS OF PATENT APPLICATION 
Dear Sir: 

Applicant received a Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, dated 
March 30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent application, a copy of which is 
attached as Exhibit A. The Notice of Allowability required Corrected Drawings in 
response to the Examiner's Amendment. A response to the Notice of Allowability was due 
to be filed on or before June 30, 2004. 
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A response to the Notice of Allowability, with corrected drawings, was timely filed 
with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on June 28, 2004, a copy of which is attached 
herewith at Exhibit B, 

Applicant has yet to receive the Notice of Allowance from the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. Apphcant respectfully requests that the Notice of Allowance be issued 
at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's earliest convenience. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attomey for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 

Dated: November 2005 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
VII Claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
lerewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
40TICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
rf the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

I . S This oommunication is responsive to an aPDlication filed 7/9/2003 . 
I. S The allowed clalm(s) Is/are 1-23 , 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

i. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. . 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient, 

3. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) ^ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7, □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . la Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2. □ Notice of Draftpersori's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. IS Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 7. 13 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 7/9/03 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. SI Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 0324200 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,030 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment vyas given in a telephone interview 
with Victor Cardona on March 24, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification, Section [0001], line 1, "6,282,639" should read -6,283.639— 

Note: the above amendment was made to resolve a minor typographical error 
with respect to the Pat. Number. See Section [0021] (showing correct patent 
designation). 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: Figure 1 will be labeled -Prior Art-; Figure 4, reference 143 
(left) will include an arrow pointing at the roller element. In order to avoid abandonment 
of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,030 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3726 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest a method (or apparatus) for adjusting the spacer of a 
bearing assembly comprising: a preload regulator comprising first and second portion, 
and a controller coupled to said first and said second portions to detect an electrical 
contact between said first and said second portions, in combination with the other 
claimed subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric B. Compton whose telephone number is (7©a)-S05^ 
-GSAQ.. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter B. Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1789. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703-872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Serial Number:10/616,030 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Strait Confirmation No,: 1548 

Serial No.: 10/616,030 Group Art Unit: 3726 

Filed: July 9, 2003 Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



Title: 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop PGPUB Drawings, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on Junel^ 2004 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg No. 44,589 

Date of Signature: June 2004 



To: Mail Stop PGPUB Drawings 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 



Dear Sir: 



This paper is filed in response to the Notice of Allowability mailed on March 30, 2004, in 
connection with the above-identified U.S. patent application. The three-month period for 
response expires on June 30, 2004. Accordingly, this response is timely filed. 

Please amend the above-identified appUcation as follows: 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 2 of this paper, and include both an 
attached replacement sheet and an annotated sheet showing changes. 



Remarks begin on page 3 of this paper. 



l") ' i j ' Docket Nc: 0545.033 

Serial Number: 10/61 6,030 

AMENDMENT 



Amendments to the Drawings; 



Replacement Drawings are attached herewith. Amendments have been made to FIGS. 1 
and 4. In FIG. 1 the text "PRIOR ART" was previously omitted, and in FIG. 4 a line from 
identifier 143 was previously omitted. Marked up copies of FIGS. 1 and 4 are also attached 
herewith. 

Attachment: Replacement FIGS. 1-6 

Annotated Sheets Showing Changes to FIGS. 1 and 4 
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Docket No.: 0545.033 
Serial Number. 10/616,030 



REMARKS 



In response to the Notice of Allowability dated March 30, 2004, FIGS. 1 and 4 have been 
amended. Entry of these amendments, reconsideration of the application, and allowance of the 
claims is respectfully requested. No new matter has been added. 

Applicant awaits the issuance of a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due. 

If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing prosecution of the subject 
application. Applicant's undersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone him at the 
number provided. 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 

Customer No.: 23405 



Respectfully submitted, 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 



Dated: June^ ,2004 
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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to an aPDlication filed 7/9/03 . 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are U23 , 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No ./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-162) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. H Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 2/23/05 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 



9. □ Other 
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to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313- 
1450, Group Art Unit 3726, at fecsimilc no. 1-571-273-8300, on May 1, 
2006 



Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 

Attorney for Applicant - Registration No. 44,589 
Date of Signature: May I, 2006 
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30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent application. The Notice of Allowability required 
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Group Art Unit: 3726 
Examiner: Eric B. Compton 



BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 



CERTIFICA TE OF FA CSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile 
to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 223 13- 
1450, Group Art Unit 3726, at facsimile no. 1-571-273-8300, on May 1, 

2006 




Victor A, Cardona, Esq. 

Attorney for Applicant - Registration No. 44,589 
Date of Signature: May 1, 2006 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

SECOND REQUEST FOR PTOL-85 - PART(B) FEES TRANSMITTAL 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant received a Notice of Allowability and Examiner's Amendment, dated March 
30, 2004, relative to the above-identified patent application. The Notice of Allowability required 
Corrected Drawings in response to the Examiner's Amendment. A response to the Notice of 
Allowability was due to be filed on or before June 30, 2004. A PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees 
Transmittal was not a part of the Notice of Allowability. 

A response to the Notice of Allowability, with corrected drawings, was timely filed with 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on June 28, 2004. 

On November 29, 2005 Applicant's undersigned attorney filed a COMMUNICATION 
REGARDING STATUS OF PATENT APPLICATION, via facsimile, with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. The Communication requested that a Notice of Allowance be issued relative 
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to the above-identified matter, and included copies of the March 30, 2004 Notice of 
Allowability, along with a applicant's response as timely filed on June 28, 2004 and received in 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on July 1, 2004. 

On January 9, 2006 the Commissioner of Patent issued a Supplemental Notice of 
Allowability relative to this matter, however, a PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal was not a 
part of the Supplemental Notice of Allowability. 

On January 25, 2006, the undersigned filed a Request for PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees 
Transmittal, with copies of all prior filings, which was received in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office on January 30, 2006, as evidenced by the attached copy of the return-receipt 
postcard. 

To date, applicant has not yet received the Notice of Allowance fi-om the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, along with a PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal so that the issue fee 
relative to this matter can be paid. Applicant respectfiiUy requests that Notice of Allowance and 
PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal be issued relative to this matter. 

If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing the issuance of a Notice of 
Allowance and PTOL-85 - Part (B) Fees Transmittal, the Examiner is invited to contact 
applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number provided below. 



Dated: May 1,2006 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 
5 Columbia Circle 
Albany, New York 12203 
Telephone: (518)452-5600 
Facsimile: (518)452-5579 



Attachment: Copy of Return-Receipt Postcard dated January 30, 2006 



Respectfully submitted. 




Victor A. Cardona, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,589 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Si&tcs Patent and Trademark Omcc 
Addfw»: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vifsinia 223 13- 1430 
www.uitpto.gov 



CORRECTED 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 



23405 



7590 



05/24/2006 



EXAMINER 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI PC 
5 COLUMBIA CIRCLE 
ALBANY, NY 12203 



COMPTON, ERIC B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3726 

DATE MAE.ED: 05/24/2006 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO- 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/616,030 07/09/2003 Sean Strait 0545.033 1548 
TITLE OF INVEOTION: BEARING ASSEMBLY SPACER ADJUSTABLE SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ADJUSTING A SPACER 

J>RAu)/ajGS 


APPLN.TYPE 


SMALL ENTITY 


ISSUE FEE 


PUBLICATION FEE 


TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 


DATE DUE 


nonprovisioiial 


YES 


$700 


$300 




08/24/2006 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDI^VWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 



THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have akeady been paid. Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. AH communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfTicc 
Addiaw: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

wmv.u.'^ilo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
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7590 
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ART UNIT 
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3726 

DATE MAILED: 05/24/2006 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 300 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 300 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702, Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(57 0-272.4200. 
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Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/616 030 


STRAIT. SEAN 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Eric B. Compton 


3726 





~ The MAILING HATE ofihis commvnicallon appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REI^INS) CLOSED in this application. If not Included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communicaHon will be mafled In due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initfattve 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ISI This communication is responsive to en aoo/fcfltfoit ffted 7/9/2003 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/^re 1-23 . 

3. D The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0- 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE •MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted t>elow. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MOt^TH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE, 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) v^ch gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient 

6. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets^ must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson*s Patent Drawing Review { PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Dale . 

(b) ^ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .a4(c)> should be written on the drawings 2n the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replaesment stieet(s) should be labeled as such In the headar according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(5) 

1. H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Infonmal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413). 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3- El Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 7. H Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
Paper No./Mail Date 7^03 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. Si Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other 



6.5. Patent ond Tjadanaifc 0«» 

PTOL-37 (Rev, 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No7Mait Date 0324200 



Application/Control Number 1 0/61 6,030 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Victor Cardona on March 24, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification, Section [0001 J. line 1. '*6,282,639" should read ^,283,639— 

Note: the above amendment was made to resolve a minor typographical error 
with respect to the Pat. Number. See Section [0021] (showing con-ect patent 
designation). 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: Figure 1 will be labeled -Prior Art-; Figure 4. reference 143 
(left) will include an arn^w pointing at the roller element. In order to avpid abandonment 
of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest a method (or apparatus) for adjusting the spacer of a 
bearing assembly comprising: a preload regulator comprising first and second portion, 
and a controller coupled to said first and said second portions to detect an electrical 
contact between said first and said second portions, in combination with the other 
claimed subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be cleariy labeled Xomments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric B. Compton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0240. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter B. Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1789. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system^ Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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